
How To Care for Your Fresh Cut Christmas Tree 
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(this is the picture-free lean version for easy printing - you can always refer to the original blog post for 
the photos to accompany this information if desired) 

First things first - prepping the tree 

Once you bring your tree home cut at least an inch off the bottom of the tree.  Make it a clean 
cut, straight across so that your tree will sit properly in the tree stand.  
If you are ordering a tree online from Green Valley Christmas Trees once you get the bottom of 
the box cut off (see video below), before completing the unboxing do the above, cutting off an 
inch from the bottom of your tree.  If you aren't sure when your tree was cut, you may want to 
cut several inches off.  When my tree was ordered I received an email to let me know the date it 
was cut and I received the tree 2 days later so I knew it was very fresh and I didn't need to cut 
off that much. 

Give The Tree Time to Relax 

The above is what the tree looked like when we first got it unwound but......the next morning 
this is what it looked like. Nice and fluffy. It just needed some room to breath and some time to 
unwind. 

Tree Removal Bag 

A tree skirt and removal bag came packed with my tree but in case yours doesn't buy one.  I 
wasn't sure about it but my sister, my go-to expert for life, let me know that I should put it 
beneath the tree stand to catch needles when I am taking the tree down and to easily bag the 
tree to get it out of the house. 

Why a good tree stand is important 

Make sure you get a tree stand for a real tree, not an artificial tree.  Also, make sure the stand 
will hold the size of tree you ordered.  I bought a stand for a real tree but it was a nightmare! 
We had the tree firmly secured in the stand and had it thoroughly watered.  I completely 
decorated the tree (it looked so pretty) and just a few minutes later I heard a noise and the tree 
started to fall over.  I grabbed it about halfway down to the floor.  We got the tree back up, 
added some wood to the areas where the screws were to further brace it and all seemed to be 
good.  The next morning I woke up, decorated the tree and then went into the kitchen to start 
cleaning.  I heard a noise....the tree fell again except this time all the way down.  All of the 
water drained out of the stand and there were ornaments everywhere.  I just about cried.  I got 
my husband, he helped me pick up the tree and this time we propped it up against the wall. 
Poor tree....I was getting worried about it! 

http://cupcakesandcrinoline.com/2016/12/01/care-fresh-christmas-tree/


 
My oldest son was out so I asked him to stop by Lowe's and get another tree stand.  He asked 
around, got a totally different stand than the one we had and came home.  To be extra safe we 
screwed the stand onto a piece of scrap wood.  It has been several days and it has held up 
beautifully (thankfully!).  My suggestion would be that you make sure to get a tree stand with 
holes already in it so you can screw it down and secure it. 
 
As a side note, I didn't put any of my vintage glass ornaments on the tree....I just had a feeling 
and I am so glad that I didn't especially with it falling.  They, in all likelihood, would not have 
survived. 

Watering the tree 

For the first watering, use warm water to help break up the sap and be sure to fill your tree 
stand - not so that it splashed over but so that your tree has enough water.  You do not want 
your tree to dry out.  The first night our tree was up it drank almost all the water in the stand 
and had to be watered again twice the next day.  After almost a week I water it once every 
morning and check again in the evening just to top it off.  I don't have a tree funnel but I've 
heard they are a convenient way to keep your tree watered.  They have them at Home Depot for 
less than $5.00.  This year, I'm using a small watering can I have for my houseplants.  I have to 
fill it up a few times but it's no biggie! 

Clean Up 

Your hands may be a little stick and have some sap (pitch) on them at this point.  Soap and 
water will not get this all off so after washing your hands thoroughly try using some hand lotion 
or Vaseline to remove any remaining sap. 

Lighting your tree 

 
Use good quality lights that give off a minimal amount of heat or NO heat.  Heat will not only 
dry your tree out but it can be dangerous.  Always, always, always, unplug your lights at night 
and when you aren't home.  I have some vintage bubble lights that get extremely hot so they 
are NOT on my tree this year. 

Keep Your Tree Away from Heat 

To make your tree last longer keep it away from heat sources-heat vents, room heaters, etc. 

The cooler your tree is kept the longer it will stay fresh. 

Stop back Christmas Week (or hopefully many more times before then) for my tips for what to 
do with your tree once you're done with it! 


